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Language of the Month  

Our new Language of the Month is ‘Dari’, one of 

two official languages spoken in Afghanistan.  The 

children learnt about the features of the language, 

including the fact that – like Farsi – Dari is a 

spoken form of Persian. In a whole school remote 

assembly on Tuesday, many guessed correctly 

(from the options provided) that there are 

approximately 20.5 million speakers of Dari 

worldwide. The children were reminded that many 

people have recently fled Afghanistan, to seek 

safe refuge in different countries all around the 

world. Shahanz (Y5) helped with the 

pronunciations in the assembly, and if you would 

like to learn and practise the Dari words that we 

are now using, they are spelled phonetically 

below (Makaton signs included too!) -  

     

 

 
 

 

Dear parents,  
 
Welcome back after the holiday and Happy New 
Year! It has been lovely to welcome the children back 
and see their enthusiasm for being back in school. 
There was a charge at the gates last Tuesday! They 
have settled back in so well and been have working 
so hard. I have been very impressed with all the work 
I have seen, their enjoyment of learning and their 
consideration and kindness for each other. I also 
particularly enjoyed the lovely bread rolls that Year 5 
made for me as part of their D&T topic. They were 
absolutely delicious and Paul Hollywood better watch 
out! 
Thank you to everyone who has followed the 
amended COVID-19 protocols since we came back, 
wearing masks for drop off and collection when 
coming into the playground. I would like to remind 
parents to exit via the Church street gate and not 
through Dynevor Road or Lancell street. Please can 
you remind anyone else who comes to collect your 
child such as childminders or grandparents, as the 
one-way system is an important part of our risk 
assessment. Thank you. 
In light of the new current Government guidance we 
have updated our Outbreak Management Plan and 
our Risk Assessment. Both are now available on the 
website under the COVID-19 section. The main 
changes to the Outbreak Management Plan include 
planning for staff shortages due to absence, in 
relation to the different teams that we have.  
We wrote to parents in October to let them know that 
in recognition of the Platinum Jubilee an additional 
bank holiday was included in the 2021/22 academic 
year.  
However, acknowledging that the extra day falls in 
half term for many authorities, legislation was 
changed for this year to reduce the normal teaching 
requirement to 189 days (instead of 190). Schools 
were advised to decide individually when they close 
for this additional holiday.  

Rather than add it to the end of a term, we decided 
the holiday will take place on Monday 24th 
January, therefore making a long weekend in 
January.  
 

Have a lovely weekend! 
 

Best wishes 
 

Karen  
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Year 5 really enjoyed making bread this week and 
with the help of our lovely jubbly kitchen staff and 
our amzing teachers, we were able to follow the 
famous Paul Hollywood’s cob loaf recipe! Now for 
some quotes from the children themselves. 
 
Marnie 5H – “I really enjoyed working in a team and 
shaping the dough” 
Vita 5B – “I enjoyed watching it rise and writing the 
instructions” 
 
Our lessons started with tasting the different types 
of bread and it ended in Year 5 baking cob loaves. It 
took us over half the day to make our perfect cobs. 
Once again special thanks to our lovely kitchen staff 
and teachers.  
 

By Bowie 5B and Ed 5H 
 

   
 

   
 

   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Year 2 local walk 

Before setting out on our fieldwork walk, we studied 

an ordinance survey map of the local area and added 

in symbols accordingly. We had lots of fun spotting 

familiar places, and also finding out what is near to 

Stoke Newington! We thought about how these 

symbols on a map could help us when out and about 

walking. On our walk, we noted how land was used in 

the area, such as residential, commercial, 

recreational, transport and agricultural, and ticked it 

off our checklist. Of course we did not find a farm on 

our walk, but we did find allotments (which is how fruit 

and veg can be grown in urban areas). 
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Zones of Regulation 

In school we use an approach called Zones of 

Regulation  to  support the children to identify, 

express and manage their emotions. Emotions are 

grouped into four colour zones which represent 

different groups of feelings. The idea of zones is to 

take a non-judgmental approach to discussing and 

supporting children with their emotions. All 

emotions are natural to experience and we can 

learn to recognize and manage our feelings in 

different contexts. 

  

 
As well as using the language of zones to talk 

about different feelings we show the children how 

to use different tools to support with managing 

feelings. For example, we might be feeling in the 

yellow zone after a busy playtime and need to feel 

settled and calm (in the green zone) to get on with 

our work in the classroom. A breathing exercise or 

a mindfulness activity can help with this. If we’re 

feeling in the blue zone we might need a re-

energizing activity such as a movement break or a 

soothing activity such as reading or drawing. 

Each week we introduce a new ‘Tool of the Week’. 

Posters go up around school and each class 

practice the new tool and discuss which zone it 

would be useful for. We will include the new tools 

in the Patten Pages so you can try them out at 

home. This week we are trying out wall push ups. 

                  
If you would like to know more about Zones of 

Regulation you can use the link at the top of this page 

or look on the William Patten website. 

 

 

 

 

Sumdog Maths Competition 

You might remember that before Christmas, children from 

Years 1-6 took part in Sumdog’s Hackney contest. We are 

now very pleased to report that 4E came first out of all the 

classes who entered in the borough! Together, they scored a 

whopping total of 249 points!  However, there were many 

high scores across the board. You can also see for yourself 

that there were some very impressive statistics too from the 

classes and students at WP who performed particularly well 

throughout the duration of the contest. Your child can 

continue to access activities which develop their number 

fluency skills, with their Sumdog login details. The pitch of 

the activities is also responsive to ensure an appropriate 

level of difficulty. Details of the next competition, be it local, 

regional, or national, will follow soon!      
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Year 3 had a wonderful time in Science last week. 
They learnt about friction and resistance. They then 
went on to do an experiment testing different 
surfaces and the amounts of friction caused on a 
car.  
 

   
 

    

 

Breakfast club 

We currently have a few spaces in breakfast club. If 

you wish to apply, please email 

admin@williampatten.hackney.sch.uk for an 

application form. We realise that because of new 

working arrangements, parents may sometimes 

require an occasional ad hoc/one off day. As long as 

you give enough notice we should be able to 

accommodate this request. 

Breakfast club starts from 8am and costs £3.20 per 

session. Payment should be made through your 

child’s SIMS Pay account.   

 

 

EYFS children have started their gymnastics 

lessons this term and they are really enjoying 

learning how to warm-up, stretch, jump, land, roll 

and balance. We are very impressed with the way 

they are trying so hard to listen to and follow the 

instructions that the gymnastics teacher has given. 

Well done, everyone! 
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The School meet every two weeks to provide 

our pupil voice: what is going well and what 

we need to improve!  
 

Last week the School Council asked their classes 

what new clubs they would like at William Patten. 

The suggestions are: drawing, more coding, arts 

and crafts, cricket, gardening, science, origami, 

self-defence, designing/architecture, sewing, 

cooking, film, comic, homework, athletics and 

even a Junior Patten Pages club! Thank for your 

fabulous ideas. We will look at the timetable and 

spaces, to see if we can squeeze any more in! 

 

Other questions and suggestions brought to 

School Council meetings: 

 

Can we have new ping pong balls?  

Yes - there is now a box in the first aid area with 

the bats and lots of extra balls.  

 

Can we have a swing in the KS2 playground? 

No - it would be too dangerous with so many 

children in the space at once. 

 

Why don’t years 5 and 6 sit on benches in 

assembly anymore? 

Due to COVID we reduced the number of children 

in the hall for each assembly and this term it 

reduced even further. We will consider benches if 

we return to whole key stage assemblies. 

 

Can we have a class pet? 

Possibly - this is up to individual teachers. Holiday 

care is always a concern, especially over the long 

summer break. 

 

Can we have fans rather than open windows in 

classrooms? 

No – there needs to be good air flow and 

circulation at the moment due to COVID. That’s 

why we have upper and lower windows open in all 

classrooms. 

 

 

 

 

 

          Can we get extra-heat blasting radiators? 

An additional heater has been put in each 

classroom. 
 

Are we allowed to wear our jackets in lessons? 

We’d prefer you not to so that you have an extra 

layer to wear when you go outside. Parents have 

been asked to ensure children are wearing extra 

layers whilst the school and classrooms are colder 

during the winter months. 
 

Could we have sorbet on the lunch menu? 

Maybe – Elmara is looking into this for you. We’ll let 

you know! 
 

When are we going to paint the gate? 

We are not allowed to paint it. Hackney Council 

installed the gate. They have to follow safety 

guidelines and it looks similar to other local 

schools’ gates.  
 

Someone in my class asked for Japanese as 

Language of the Month. When will it happen?  

It’s on the list for this year. 

 

Y2 Charity Collection 
This month, year 2 School Councillors will be at the 

gates on Friday, collecting for their chosen 

charities. They have been busy decorating their 

charity buckets with pictures and logos, ready for 

shaking! Money raised will be shared between two 

charities chosen by year 2: Guide Dogs for the 

Blind, helping to provide and train guide dog and 

Second Chance Café, providing ‘pay what you feel’ 

lunches made with donated ingredients for the local 

community. 
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This week’s Game of the Week is ‘Beat the 

Bounce’. Give it a go and let us know what 

you think!  

 

Game of the Week 

At the beginning of the Autumn term we introduced a new set 

of playground games to support with making playtimes fun. 

The staff had great fun trying them all out on an inset day! 

Each game card explains the rules of the game with 

accompanying visuals. The playground staff have a set so 

that they can lead games and each class has a set so that 

children can choose a game card to take out to the 

playground. Each week we have a ‘Game of the Week’. 

Posters go up around the school and teachers find 

opportunities to try out the games with their classes so that 

we all become familiar with the new games. We will include 

the games in the Patten Pages so that you can try them out 

with friends or family at home. Here are some examples of 

games that have been very popular! 
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Congratulations to the EYFS Super Achievers 

and those who received a HT Award certificate  
 

Friday 7th January 

                      Super Achievers 

Nursery Jack and Imogen 

Rec C Eva 

Rec HM Ronnie 

 
                     HT Award Certificates 
 

1C Dante, Eloise, Jamie, Suki, Blake 

1S Isabelle, Tomi, Taha, Jae, Lili-Marie 

2C Lochie, Juliet, Elizabeth, Ebe, Grace 

2L Millie, Joseph, Theo H, Rafi, Klara 

3E Nathan, Morgan, Caspar, Bay, Alisa 

3L Valentine, Yusuf, Melissa, Ellie, Lysander 

4E Theo, Stella, Ihsan, Harleen, Audrey, 
Aurelien 

4M Casper, Muyi, Kacey, Doga, Marla  

5B Harry, Yoshi, Arthur, Hattie, Vita 

5H Edith, Jack S, Raphael, Jack C, Jude 

6H Sonny, Muren, Elsa, Tristan G, Elsie 

6M Sophie, Hope, Felix, Tilly, Seth, Matilda  

 

Friday 14th January 

                      Super Achievers 

Nursery Yaqub and Zoe 

Rec C Wilfred  

Rec HM Fraser 

 
                     HT Award Certificates 
 

1C Lucas, Bobby, Lorcan, Arzu, Georgina, 
Eddy 

1S Freddie, Mason, Aster, Flora, Jack 

2C Ollie, Feadan, Ellora, Josie, Theo, Arlo 

2L Gene, Matiu, Patirck, Joseph, Shaneeya, 
Eli 

3E Destiny, Aidan, Caspar, Emmy, Bram 

3L Sota, Rosie, Emir, Ben, Freddie 

4E Una, Ben, Zayan, Elise, Olive, Alex, Max 

4M Zia, Isabella, Muyi, Mo, Orrin 

5B Anna, Shahanz, Daniel, Leo, Max 

5H Su, Nana, Grace, Abdul, Theo 

6H Aveleine, Ismail, Estrella, Sophia, Julian 

6M Zumra, Arthur, Alexander, Vika, Adnan 
      

           
Many happy returns to the children who recently 
celebrated their special day: Luke, Rayn, Ronan, 
Matilda, Sumayyah, Aela, Jack, Theo, Oscar, Evie, 
Francis, Alfie, Land, Kacey, Evan, Yaqub, Aarav, Ozzy 
and Ellen. Happy birthday to you all.   

 
 

                

Attendance chart 

            
Well done to 4M who are the winners this time with 

96.6% 

R Charlotte 92.8% R Helen/Maria 95.3% 

Y1 Cyrelle 95.1% Y1 Sophie 95.8% 

Y2 Christine 96.3% Y2 Laura 95.9% 

Y3 Ellen 94.3% Y3 Luke 95.7% 

Y4 Eric 94.8% Y4 Marion 96.6% 

Y5 Ben 94.9% Y5 Hannah 96.1% 

Y6 Harriet 94.1% Y6 Maya 92.6% 
 

If your child is unable to attend school, please 
email admin@williampatten.hackney.sch.uk or 
phone 0207 254 4014 by 9.20am to avoid the 
absence being recorded as unauthorised. If your 
child is away for more than one day you must 
update school every morning (unless the absence 
is due to a positive covid test result and you have 
already notified us). 
     

 
 

Place2Be have launched a new service to help 
support parents of primary school aged children 
called Parenting Smart. 
https://www.place2be.org.uk/family  
You will find tips and guidance from mental 
health experts covering a range of parenting 
challenges from how to help our children if they 
get anxious, to thinking about sibling rivalry and 
establishing healthy bedtime routines. Parenting 
Smart also has online parenting courses, to give 
parents extra tools to deal with everyday 
parenting challenges, consisting of a 7-week 
online course which can be accessed at a time 
which is convenient for you. If you have any 
questions about Parenting Smart do get in touch 
with the Place2Be manager, Sarah Fowler on 
0207 275 9937, or email on 
SFowler@williampatten.hackney.sch.uk 
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