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Y1 History- Toys from the past: Topic Vocabulary Mat

Subject Specific Vocabulary

Relevant Pictures

Exciting Books/Websites

past The time that has gone by.
To do with now — the time between
present the past and the future.
Something considered new and
modern having to do with the present or

current times.

chronological

The order in which things happen or
have already happened.

traditional

Relating to customs and ways of
doing things in a particular culture
that are passed down from parents to
children.

historical

Based upon and related to history
(the past).

mechanical

Something that relates to the skill or
use of machinery or tools.

clockwork

A mechanical system (mechanism)
powered by the release of a coiled

spring.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrirnrd

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z8f4g7h

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/history-

toys

Other Information

One of the oldest toys in Britain was found near
Stonehenge —it’s a carving of an animal, but we're
not sure what kind of animal it is. Archaeologists
think it's about 2,000 years old!

invented

To have thought of, created, or come
with, something new.

What I’ve learnt already

Key Knowledge

material

Anything used for building or making
something else.

plastic

An invented substance (a material)
that can be easily shaped when soft.

metal

Metals are minerals like iron or lead
that are found underground in rocks.
These are separated from the rocks
using heat. Metals are very useful
materials.

wood

An organic material, meaning it
comes from nature. Wood comes
from the trunks and branches of
trees.

china

A clear or white material that has
been made from clay and hardened
by heat.

EYFS:

| can compare and contrast characters
from stories, including figures from the
past.

| can understand the past through
settings, characters and events
encountered in books read in class
and storytelling.

| can explore transport in the past and
describe some similarities and
differences between transport now.

Toys have changed over time.

Historically, toys were made of wood and metal
(plastic had not been invented).

In the present day, many toys are made of plastic.

In the past, toys with moving parts were generally
mechanical. You had to move a part of the toy to
make another part move.

Now we have electricity - many modern toys are
electrical and can move when you turn them on.
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