
 

 



 

 
Subject Specific Vocabulary Relevant Pictures Exciting Books/Websites  

The Golden 

Age of Islam 

The era during which Baghdad became the 

largest city in the world, with a population over 1 

million. 

 
 

 

The House of 

Wisdom 

A place where scholars studied medicine, 

astrology and science and many new 

developments were made. The knowledge was 

very advanced for its time and cures for many 

serious ailments being discovered. 

Other Information 

 

5 Pillars of 

Islam 

Five duties that Muslims try to carry out. It helps 

them to live a good and responsible life, and bring 

them closer to God (Allah) and their community. 

Shahada – 

pillar one 

A declaration of the Islamic faith. The English 

translation is: “There is no god except Allah, 

Muhammad (PBUH) is the messenger of Allah.” 

Muslims say this when they pray.  

What I’ve learnt already Key Knowledge 

 
Y5 (Autumn): 

 The ancient Egyptian empire lasted 
for about 3000 years (30 centuries) 
from its unification around 3100BC to 
its conquest by Alexander the Great 
in 332BC. 
 

Y4 (History): 

 The Roman Empire was well 
established by AD55 (the Middle 
Ages is regarded as the era that 
followed the fall of the ancient Roman 
Empire).   

  
Y3 (RE): 

 Islamic art is dedicated to the design 
of intricate, colourful patterns and to 
calligraphy, beautiful writing.  

 Mosques are often large buildings 
with beautiful towers and domes 

 
 

 The Golden Age of Islam began in 
Baghdad. 

Salah – pillar 

two 

Prayers. Muslims pray five times a day and follow 

a special ritual to do so. First they must wash in 

symbolically clean water. 

 The 5 pillars of Islam promote the values 
and virtues of the Islamic Faith 

 Muslim and non-Muslim scholars 
translated important academic studies in 
the House of Wisdom. 

Zakat – pillar 
three 

Looking after other people. Each Muslim gives up 

a share of his wealth each year to provide for 

those less fortunate. The word zakat means to 

purify or cleanse.  

 The Islamic empire was the first ‘truly 
universal civilisation’ which brought 
together for the first time ‘peoples as 
diverse as the Chinese, the Indians, the 
people of the Middle East and North 
Africa, black Africans and white 
Europeans’. 

Sawm – pillar 

four 

Ramadan - the ninth month of the Islam calendar 

and the holy month during which Muhammad 

(PBUH) began to receive messages from God. 

Hajj – pillar 

five 

All Muslims have a duty to make a pilgrimage to 

Makkah at least once in their life. Very often whole 

families will save to send one person at a time. 

 Many of the inventions and discoveries of 
the Muslims at this time are still significant 
today. 

crusade  
A series of military campaigns during the time of 
Medieval Europe against the Muslims of the 
Middle East 

 The crusades contributed to the decline of 
the Islamic golden age (understanding 
why this happened). 

values  
Individual beliefs that motivate people to act one 

way or another. 
 Jerusalem is significant for Muslims and 

Christians. 
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