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1. Curriculum Statement 

 
Intent 
 

The school believes that art is a vital part of children’s education, with a significant and 
valuable role in the taught curriculum and the enrichment opportunities we offer our pupils. 
The art curriculum will develop children’s critical abilities, as well as an understanding of their 
own and others’ cultural heritages through the study of a diverse range of artists.  
Children will develop their understanding of the visual language of art with effective teaching 
and considered sequences of lessons and experiences. Understanding of the visual 
elements of art and design (line, tone, texture, colour, pattern, shape, 3D form) will be 
developed by providing a curriculum which will enable children to reach their full potential. 
 
Implementation 
 

The skills and knowledge that children will develop throughout each art topic are mapped 
across each year group and are progressive throughout the school.  The emphasis on 
knowledge ensures that children understand the context of the artwork, as well as the artists 
that they are learning about and being inspired by.  This enables links to other curriculum 
areas, including humanities, with children developing a considerable knowledge of individual 
artists, as well as individual works and art movements.  A systematic approach to the 
development of artistic skills means that children are given opportunities to express their 
creative imagination, as well as practise and develop mastery in the key processes of art: 
drawing, painting, printing, textiles and sculpture.   
 
Each new unit of work begins with a recap of the previous related knowledge from previous 
years.  This helps children to retrieve what they have learnt in the earlier sequence of the 
programme of study, and ensures that new knowledge is taught in the context of previous 
learning to promote a shift in long term memory.  Key vocabulary for the new topic is also 
introduced as part of this ‘unit introduction’ and children are shown the ‘Topic Vocabulary 
(TV) Mat.  This provides definitions and accompanying visuals for each word to ensure 
accessibility to all.  This approach also means that children are able to understand the new 
vocabulary when it is used in teaching and learning activities and apply it themselves when 
they approach their work. 
The KWL process is used throughout each unit of work. Once children know the new 
vocabulary for the unit and how it relates to previous learning, the children are asked what 
they already know specifically about the new topic.  This provides the teacher with an insight 
into the children’s ‘starting points’ for the topic, to enable the use of assessment to inform 
planning. The children are then also asked what they would like to know and class 
responses are collated and used to inform the programme of study to ensure an aspect of 
‘focussed interest planning’.  A record of this process is kept in children’s sketchbooks. At 
the end of the topic, children write a summary of what they know according to the key 
knowledge statements identified on the school’s progression map for Art and Design (as 
worded on the TV Mat of the topic). Teachers support the children and scaffold this 
‘knowledge summary’ as appropriate, according to the children’s age group as well as 
individual needs. This process is used to consolidate the key knowledge of the topic and 
each strand of knowledge included in the outcomes is ticked or highlighted. 
 
Within all lessons, teachers plan a phase of progressive questioning which extends to and 
promotes the higher order thinking of all learners.  Questions initially focus on the recall or 
retrieval of knowledge.  Questions then extend to promote application of the knowledge in a 
new situation and are designed to promote analytical thinking, such as examining something 
specific.  The questions that teachers ask within the same lesson phase, then focus on the 
children’s own work and how they might change or create an outcome, and justify a choice 
they have made which is based on their evaluation.  
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Co-ordinated whole-school project work ensures that Art and Design is given high status in 
the curriculum.  This includes the school’s participation in the annual ‘Big Arts Day’ which 
enables further focus on children’s artistic skills and knowledge of a diverse range of artists.   
The school’s high-quality art curriculum is supported through the availability of quality 
resources, which are used to support children’s confidence in the use of different media.  
The school’s unique locality is also utilised, with planned opportunities for learning outside 
the classroom, as well as the involvement of adults with specialist skills from the local and 
wider community. 
 
Impact 
 
The structure of the art curriculum ensures that children are able to develop their knowledge 
and understanding of the work of artists, craftspeople and designers from a range of times 
and cultures and apply this knowledge to their own work.  The consistent use of children’s 
sketchbooks means that children are able to review, modify and develop their initial ideas in 
order to achieve high quality outcomes.  Children learn to understand and apply the key 
principles of art: line, tone, texture, shape, form, space, pattern, colour, contrast, 
composition, proportion and perspective.  The opportunity for children to refine and develop 
their techniques over time is supported by effective lesson sequencing and progression 
between year groups.  This also supports children in achieving age related expectations. 

Classroom displays reflect the children’s sense of pride in their artwork and this is also 
demonstrated by creative outcomes across the wider curriculum.  The school environment 
celebrates children’s achievements in art and demonstrates the subject’s high status in the 
school, with outcomes, including sculptures, enhancing the outdoor, as well as indoor, 
environment.  

The Art and Design curriculum at William Patten contributes to children’s personal 
development in creativity, independence, judgement and self-reflection.   

Teaching and Learning 

Children will experience an exciting and varied Art and Design curriculum which develops 
their knowledge and skills. Critical abilities will be developed using the ‘Content, Form, 
Process and Mood’ approach to looking at art (Rod Taylor) and by studying a range of 
different artists. 
 

All children, across the school, will have the opportunity to develop: 

 Ideas and creativity  

 Skills and mastery of processes  

 Knowledge of art (including that of artistic movements, specific artists and their 
techniques) and cultures. 

 
In Art and Design lessons, teachers use progressive questioning throughout the unit. 
Questioning is informed by the Bloom’s Taxonomy Teacher Toolkit, which can be found at 
the end of this policy. Teachers will also ensure that their classroom is a visually stimulating 
and creative environment. This celebrates the process of learning, practising and developing 
skills in art lessons, which itself is supported by an art ‘working wall’.  Working walls are 
updated throughout the duration of each topic. Identified links will be made across the 
curriculum, where possible and appropriate, to enrich and extend the teaching of other 
subjects. 

Opportunities will be sought by the school to provide the children with access to places of Art 
and Design significance within units of work. The subject leader will identify and map school 
trips that support each of the topics, using the School Trips Mapping document. This lists 
recommended trips that are appropriate to the topics of each subject that are being taught in 



4 
 

each team. At the beginning of the year, teachers will choose one trip per half term from the 
list. 

Teachers, in collaboration with SLT, subject and phase leaders, will ensure that there is 
diversity in the subjects that children are accessing school trips in. The category that each 
trip falls under, is also mapped and considered at planning stage to ensure a broad and 
balanced enrichment offer. 

School Trip Categories 
Natural 
World – 
parks, 

woodland 

Places of 
Worship 

Architecture + 
Heritage – 

Historic Sites 
and 

Contemporary 
Buildings 

Artistic –
Theatres, 
Galleries 

and 
Creative 
Settings 

Science 
and 

Discovery 

Adventure 
Activity and 

Leisure 
Centres 

Zoos and 
Aquaria 

Regional / 
National 

Museums 

 

Children from Reception to Y6 have the option of accessing school trip locations via the 

London underground as well as local bus routes. 

 

The school will also seek to provide access to people with specialist skills from the local and 

wider community to enrich the Art and Design curriculum. 

 

2. Assessment 

Children’s existing knowledge of the topic and the key related knowledge from previous year 
groups, is checked at the beginning of each unit as part of the KWL process. The learning 
intention (LI) for each lesson is shared with the children, in the form of a ‘Can I…?’ question. 
This is stated at the beginning of lesson slides. 

Children’s knowledge and skills are continually assessed and developed by the teacher 
within each lesson, in accordance with the lesson’s success criteria. These are shared with 
the children before their independent task and are referred to again at the end of the lesson 
as children review their work according to the LI. Critical discussion, including that which 
generated by the teacher’s progressive questioning also enables ongoing assessments. 

The children revisit the identified ‘key’ knowledge, as part of the KWL process, at the end of 
the sequence of lessons and there is a summary of ‘what I now know’ in children’s 

sketchbooks. Children’s skills are also assessed and developed by the teacher during 

lessons and through critical discussion at the end of each unit.  

Displays within the classroom and hall areas will reflect this process, as well as final artwork.  
A range of work across key stages will be celebrated and exhibited work will include 
contributions from children of all abilities.  
 
Sketchbook development will have a high priority in KS1 and KS2. They are used to record 
ideas, research about artists, skills development and reflections. 
 
3. Planning and Resources 

Lesson slides are designed to be accessible to all children, as well as to avoid cognitive 
overload. Lesson slides are used by the teacher to support the teaching, as well as to 
convey key information and instruction to the children. 

Teachers devise lesson slides for what is stated on the progression map for Art and Design, 
according to the term and year group. The school has a format for lesson slides to support 
planning processes and to ensure consistency. Teachers can source from a range of 
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recommended lesson resources, including the Art Express scheme. The teacher’s role is not 
to facilitate the information on the slides, but to use them to support their teaching and to 
convey key information and instruction in a way that is visually accessible to all learners.  

To support CPD and inform specific projects, the Art Express resources also includes 
teaching tips and techniques, links to resources and a bank of visuals. 

The key vocabulary for each topic is mapped and shared with the children, with reference to 
the ‘Topic Vocabulary (TV) Mat that each year group has created. This provides a graphic 
organiser of the key vocabulary, the previous relate knowledge and the current key 
knowledge of the topic. Responses to the ‘What I’d like to know?’ phase of the topic 
introduction, also enable and inform focussed interest planning which takes account of 
children’s interests (as well as their starting points as informed by the ‘What do I know 
already?’ phase). 

Planning considers cross-curricular opportunities and these are stated on the school’s 
knowledge and skills progression mapping and embedded in practice. The context of the 
school, including the use of local resources and places to ensure relevance, is also 
considered at planning level. 

Not all lessons will be planned to have a sketchbook outcome, but the lesson slides of 
lessons without a recorded outcome will indicate the key knowledge and skills covered and 
how these were taught, including what the children did. 

‘ART EXPRESS, a complete art and design scheme for primary class teachers’ is used to 
inform planning for KS1 and KS2. The units build upon prior learning and offer children the 
opportunity to develop and practise skills as they move up the school. 
 
The scheme provides teachers with CPD and digital resources, to support effective teaching 
of: drawing, painting, printing, sculpture and textiles.  The scheme has informed the whole 
school knowledge and skills progression map, which also takes account of the school’s 
context.  Knowledge and skills progression mapping indicates places of interest that have 
been identified to contextualise learning, and ensure greater relevance according to the 
immediate and wider locality and the use of members of the local and wider community with 
specialist skills. Curriculum mapping states how relevant cross curricular links will be utilised 
in each unit of work.  
 
The ‘double primary paint system’ (brilliant yellow, lemon yellow, brilliant red, crimson, 
brilliant blue, turquoise, black and white) is used throughout the school to teach independent 
colour-mixing skills from an early age. 
 
Children will have access to quality resources for each art unit and be taught to use 
materials with safety and respect.  

5. Organisation  
 

The school will plan a range of activities in art, which provides opportunities for children to:  
 

 Record responses, including observations of the natural environment  

 Gather resources and materials, using them to stimulate ideas  

 Explore and use two and three dimensional media, working on a variety of scales  

 Review and modify their work as it progresses  

 Develop understanding of the work of artists, craftspeople and designers from a 
range of times and cultures, applying knowledge to their own work  

 Respond to and evaluate art and craft including their own and others’ work  
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 Understand and apply the key principles of art: line, tone, texture, shape, form, 
space, pattern, colour, contrast, composition, proportion and perspective  

 Realise their ideas and sustain a level of working from start to the completion of a 
project or piece of work. 
 

6. EYFS 

 
The EYFS staff team will plan for children to experience creative opportunities and develop 
art skills within the EYFS curriculum. The key knowledge and skills which has been identified 
for EYFS is linked to the KS1 programme of study and is aligned to and informed by the 
following early learning Goals:   

 
ELG: Fine Motor Skills 

 Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery. 

 Begin to show accuracy when drawing. 
 

ELG:  Creating with Materials 

 Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting 
with colour, design, texture, form and function. 

 Share their creations, explaining the processes they have used. 
 
Nursery and Reception classes will be included in whole school projects, workshops, events 
and competitions, where appropriate. 
 

7. KS1 and KS2 

The National Curriculum in Art and Design 

KS1 
Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products. 
Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination. 
Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space. 
Learn about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between 
different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

KS2 
Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, 
experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. 

Create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas.  

Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials for 

example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay. 

Learn about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

 
Art will be taught in periods of blocked time allowing for the acquisition of related knowledge 
and the development of skills and understanding in depth. Whilst art will at times be related 
to topic work or other cross-curricular subjects, teachers also plan specific activities and 
sequences of lessons to provide development of the skills, knowledge and understanding of 
the subject. The key knowledge and skills for each unit of work, in each year group, are 
identified on the whole school knowledge and skills progression map in Art and Design. 

All pupils in KS1 and KS2 will record Art and Design work in a sketchbook. The sketchbooks 
will demonstrate a range of developing skills, practise with a range of mediums, responses 
to other artists’ work through the ‘Content, Form, Process, Mood’ framework and final 
artwork (or photographs).  

Whilst sketchbooks are a record of creative processes, teachers should maintain high 
expectations of presentation for consistency across all subjects. As in other books, children 
will copy the LI from the board as the title for their recorded outcome. This will be underlined 
with a ruler. The LI and short date will be provided on a sticker to children who are not yet 
able to write this independently in KS1, identified individual children with SEND and children 
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who are working significantly below age expectation. Generally, children will write the short 
date themselves and this will be underlined with a ruler. 

A ‘Features of an Art and Design Lesson’ poster is clearly displayed on the wall during 
lessons. This has been explained to children, so they know what is in place to help them 
learn according to the pedagogy of the subject. 
 

Features of an Art and Design Lesson 

Learning Intention 

 My teacher shares the LI with the class as a question ‘Can I…?’  

 

 

 

 

Recap and Introduction to New Learning 

 

 We recap what we know from the previous lesson or in previous year groups if we 

are at the start of our topic.   

 

 

      

 

 The success criteria will then tell me how I can complete the task today. 

                                    

 

 

Teaching and Independent Work  

In a lesson, we will do at least one of the following… 

         
 Look at and think 

about an artwork 

using Rod Taylor’s 

approach -  

CONTENT 

FORM 

PROCESS 

MOOD 

  
 Explore using a range of 

different materials in our 

sketchbooks. 

 
 

 Practise and develop 

different techniques 

or work in the style of 

an artist we have 

studied. 

  
 

 Develop our ideas 

and thoughts to 

create our own 

artwork. 

These things help us to understand… 

About a range of 

artists, architects and 

designers from the 

past and in the 

present. 

 

How artists develop ideas in a 

sketchbook, use a range of 

different mediums in their 

work and how we can use them 

in different ways. 

 

How to develop our skill 

with different materials 

and master the process. 

 

How we can use art and 

design to share what we 

have learned about an 

artist or art movement, 

with our own ideas and 

creativity. 

 

 

 

Evaluation 

We can use the success criteria to help us decide if we have met the learning 

intention.  
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8. Equal Opportunities  
 

Art and Design plays an important part in the life of our school. It is available to every child 
and all children take part in creative activities, making a positive contribution to the life of the 
school and local community. The Art and Design curriculum ensures that children will have 
regular opportunities to study the work of both male and female artists. They will learn about 
and explore other cultures, celebrating different cultural traditions and study a range of art 
movements.  

8. Inclusion  
 

Children will study and experience a range of artists and cultures that reflect the diversity of 
our school, locality and wider communities. 

The following aspects of Art lessons are examples of how the school ensures an inclusive 
provision: 

 Children are supported through differentiation, adaptation or adult support, to enable 
equal access  

 Topic vocabulary is explained to the children from the onset, with accompanying 
definitions and visual cues, to ensure all children are able to use a range of vocabulary  

 Teachers use ‘word aware’ to help children from identified vulnerable groups  

 Key knowledge for all children is also provided on the TV (knowledge) mat, which is 
available for all children to refer to throughout the study.   

 Further use of assistive technology is also considered where appropriate for individual 
learners; this might include the use of widget to support instructions for a creative 
process, or the use of an electronic devise to support research.    

 Each class also has a working wall, which evolves with the topic.  Teachers use this to 
reinforce the key knowledge and skills.  
 

9. Role of the Subject Leader 

Lesson slides and outcomes for each unit of work will be monitored by the SLT, in 
collaboration with subject and phase leaders. This will inform any necessary follow-up action 
and support, to ensure that school systems are consistent across year groups and age 
phases across the school. This is part of the school’s commitment to ensuring a high quality, 
broad and stimulating curriculum. They will monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of Art and 
Design teaching and learning, and liaise and consult with external agencies where 
appropriate. The subject leader will also support and facilitate opportunities that support the 
continued professional development of teachers in the teaching and learning of Art and 
Design.   
A range of good-quality art materials will be maintained in school and supplemented when 
needed for workshops or cross-curricular projects. This will enable teachers to resource and 
teach effectively and maintain a meaningful and engaging art curriculum. 
 

10. Parents  
 

We encourage and welcome all parents and carers to support and assist with whole school 
events and art projects, including visits to the immediate and local wider community. Parents 
and carers with specialist art skills, and those who work in the arts, are warmly encouraged 
to approach the school with support and ideas for workshops. The school will actively seek 
to engage and collaborate with parents and carers with specialist skills for this purpose.   
 
This policy will be reviewed annually by the Governing body 

Policy Agreed:    September 2023 

Policy Review Date:   September 2024 
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