
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Subject Specific Vocabulary Relevant Pictures Information and Websites 

country 
Land that is controlled by a 

single government, and 

defined by its border. 

 

  
 

continent 

A massive area of land that 

is separated from others by 

water or other natural 

features. There are seven 

continents on Earth 

capital A city that is the seat of 

government of a country. 

border The (political) boundary of a 

country. 

topographical The physical or natural 

features of a country. 

population 
The whole number of people 
or inhabitants in a country or 
region. 

physical 
The branch of geography 

dealing with natural features 

e.g. mountains, rivers. 

What I’ve learnt already  Key Knowledge 

Y2 

 There are borders that separate 
different parts of the world and a 
continent is a land mass. 
 

Y3 

 Europe is in the northern 
hemisphere 

 Rivers in Europe include the 
Thames (England), Volga and 
Don (Russia) Ural (Russia and 
Kazakhstan), Rhine (Germany), 
Danube (passes through 10 
countries) and Seine (France). 

 Spain is a member state of the 
European Union.   

 

 Spain has land borders with three other European countries: 
Portugal, France, and Andorra. 

social 
The branch of geography 
dealing with people e.g. 
language, culture. 

 The two main rivers are the Tagus and Ebro.  Madrid’s river is 
called the ‘Manzanarez’. 

 The Pyrenees is a mountain range which runs along the border of 
France and Spain. 

economic 
The branch of geography 

dealing with money e.g. 

imports and exports. 

 Spain has three different climates and different crops can be grown 
in each one.  Madrid has a Mediterranean climate.  

 Spain’s cities include important architectural features, including 
such as the narrow ancient streets of Toledo, Gaudi’s Park Guell in 
Barcelona, La Sagrada Familia cathedral. 

autonomous Self-governing 

 Traditional dance is called flamenco and a traditional meal to be 
shared is paella. 

 To know some of comparative locations of some significant places 
in Madrid, in relation to the 8-point compass.  

Terrain 
Land or ground, or the 
natural characteristics of its 
surface.  

 Spain is divided into 17 autonomous communities.  They each have 
their own regional government. 

 Madrid is the capital city of Spain, as well as its autonomous 
community. Its geographical location is in the centre of Spain. 

Geography – Country Spain: Y4 Topic Vocabulary 
Mat 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zxsvr82 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z8tjmp3 
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