
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Subject Specific Vocabulary Relevant Pictures Exciting Websites 

monarch 
A person who rules over a place, usually a king 
or queen. 

 How the Tudor dynasty shaped modern Britain - BBC 
Teach 
Curriculum topics - The National Archives 

KS2 History - Extended Chronological Study - 5a 
Power of Monarchs - The Schools of King Edward VI 
in Birmingham 

heir 
 

A person legally entitled to the property or rank 
of another on that person's death. 

reign  
When a king or queen reigns, he or she rules a 
country. 
 

Other Information 
Key Facts: 

 The Witan were the council who decided who 
should be king in Anglo-Saxon England.  

 William the Conqueror – reigned 1066-1087 

 King John – reigned 1199-1216 

 King Henry VIII – reigned 1491-1547 

 Queen Victoria – reigned 1837-1901 

 Queen Elizabeth II -1952 to present day  

abdicate 
Giving up the role of king or Queen due to 
invasion or other circumstances.  
 

coronation  The act of crowning a new monarch.  

throne 
 

A ceremonial chair for a sovereign 
What I’ve Learnt Already 

Y2: King Charles II was on the throne during the time of the Great Fire of London on 1666. 

Magna Carta   
A list of promises that would make England a 
safer and fairer place to live. 

Key Knowledge 

 Edward the Confessor died in 1066 without an heir.  There was subsequent competition for the 
throne between Harold Godwinson, William of Normandy, Harold Hardrada and Edgar Atheling. 

assassination  The murder of someone important. 

 Events of the Battle of Hastings were recorded in the Bayeux tapestry (and be able to know and 
recall some of these).  

 To know and be able to name some significant Tudor Monarchs and the wives of Henry VIII. 

commonwealth  
A group of countries, including the UK, which 
have agreed to work together and have a joint 
set of values. 

 At the beginning of the reign of Elizabeth I, there was division between Catholics and Protestants. 

 The Elizabethan era was culturally very vibrant and was known as the Golden Age. Shakespeare 
was writing plays during this period. Britain won a famous naval battle against the Spanish Armada. 
Explorers like Sir Francis Drake were bringing back treasures from their adventures overseas. 

revolt  
 

A group of people who disobey or fight against 
a government. 

 England, Scotland and Ireland were frequently antagonists (against each other) in the past. After 
Elizabeth’s death, her cousin James King of Scotland, became the monarch. His reign saw the 
unification of England and Scotland. 

 James I continued to suppress Catholicism in England. 
 Queen Victoria was born in 1819 - her grandfather was King George III.   

invade To raid or enter another area as an enemy.  Historical sources may be biased.  
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