
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Subject Specific Vocabulary Relevant Pictures Exciting Books/Websites  

Pesach 
Passover is also called Pesach. It is a Jewish 

festival which is celebrated in spring and lasts for 

seven or eight days.  

 
 

Judaism - KS2 Religious Education - BBC 
Bitesize 
What was the Holocaust? - CBBC 
Newsround 

seder plate  

The Seder plate is used during the festival of 

Passover. Special foods are placed on the plate to 

remind Jewish people of the time when Moses led 

the Jews from slavery to freedom  
Other information 

 

Torah  
The Torah is the religious document which contains 

the first five books of Moses.  

synagogue 
A synagogue is a Jewish building of worship to 

God. 

menorah 

A candleholder used in Jewish worship, especially 

one with eight branches and a central socket used 

at Hanukkah.  

star of David 

The Star of David is a symbol which has six points, 

each representing a different aspect of Jewish 

beliefs e.g. creation, revelation (the revealing of 

God’s will), redemption (to be saved from sin), Man, 

the World and God  

What I’ve learnt already  Key Knowledge 
Y2: 

 The story of Hanukah tells of a miracle 
when, having resisted being forced to 
abandon their religion, a small amount of 
oil kept the reclaimed temple lit for 8 
nights. 

Y3: 

 Diaspora is a term that relates to the time 
when many Jewish people were forced to 
leave their home in Jerusalem in 70AD. 

 The second temple of Jerusalem and the 
Western Wall are significant places of 
pilgrimage for Jewish people. 

Y4: 

 Jewish festivals are a point of 
remembrance of key events in Jewish 
history. 

 A Sukkah is a temporary dwelling that 
commemorates the time when the Jewish 
were freed from slavery in Egypt and 
wandered the desert for 40 years, building 
temporary shelters from palm leaves, 
before reaching the promised land of 
Israel. 

 To know and be able to recall the Pesach 
(Passover) story of what happened to the 
Jews in Egypt 

 Understand the events of Passover link 
with symbols on the Seder table. 

shoah  

Hebrew word used to refer to the holacaust - a 

period in history at the time of World War Two 

(1939-1945), when millions of Jews were killed by 

the Nazis because of who they were. 

 Eating certain foods on the Seder table to 
relive the story of Passover. 

 To understand why it’s important to 
remember the holocaust, and recall some 
of the associated events.   

persecution 
Hostility and ill-treatment, especially on the basis of 
ethnicity, religion, or political beliefs.  

 Recall some events of the Holocaust and 
understand why it’s important to 
remember. 

Hanukkah 
Hanukkah is known as the festival lights. It lasts for 

eight days and is celebrated either in November or 

December. 

 Can describe the ethical values and beliefs 
of the others 

 Understand why it’s important for people to 
remember Shoah and Passover. 

Shabbat 

Seventh day of the Jewish week which is a Friday.  

Jewish families gather together for a special meal 

after the sun has gone down.  

 Can recall examples of persecution and 
what key words mean. 

 Understand that persecution goes against 
the teachings of word views. 

RE: What can we learn from the past? - Y5 Topic Vocabulary Mat 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znwhfg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znwhfg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/16690175
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/16690175

